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EU: . mmissioner De Silguy Warns Against EMU 
Failure 

AU 1903130496 Berlin DIE WELT ta German 

18 Mar 9 p12 


[Interview with EU Commussioner Yves-Thibault de 
Silguy by Christian von Hiller, place and date not given 
“Europe Must Not Disintegrate™ | 


[FBIS Translated Text} [Von Hiller] Mr. De Silguy. the 
EU countrers are striving for European Economic and 
Monetary Union [EMU], but Europe is a long way from 
political unity Can EMU succeed’ 


[De Ssiguy] Indeed we are faced with a problem, but 
we are working on a solution On the one hand, we 
are going to have the Central European Bank, which 1s 
a Bundesbank subsidiary and will presumably possess 
even greater significance. Its task will be to safeguard 
a stable level of prnces. On the other hand. a coherent 
economic bond between the EU countries 1s important 
If we are to go over to EMU. we must apply the 
convergence criteria strictly Our national economies 
will converge 


[Von Hiller} The EMU schedule ts very tight. Must it be 
extended because the technical preparations are taking 
too much time ’ 


[De Silguy] if anyone wanted to alter the date, he 
would have to alter the entire treaty That would mean 
renegotiating the entire Maastricht Treaty. As soon as 
one country wants to alter the date, two or three other 
countnes might suddenly want to alter the criteria. The 
date cannot be postponed Of course there are problems 
but these are technical problems that can be solved, well 
technically 


[Von Hiller] In a few weeks, you want to present your 
proposal for a European stability pact What will it look 
like’ 


[De Silguy| We are still discussing « But one thing 
ws sure The highlights of this pact correspond to Mr 
Wangel’s weas very closely 


[Von Hiller] What if an EMU member country fails to 
keep its finances under control’ 


[De Silguy| We must make sure that no budgetary of 
economic slips can occur among the member countries 
If they do, the EMU treaty envisages various instru 
ments Now we must implement Waigel’s sta’ulity pact 
and make sure thes system works We are still consid 
ering this, and will submit our proposal at the finance 
mumsters conference on Verona on 12 April 


[Von Hiller} What will thes propersal hawk the’ 
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[De Siiguy}] We have already agreed that the budget 
deficits must be reduced. At the Cannes summit last 
year, the heads of state and povernment agreed to elim 

imate budget deficits by the end of the millennium. There 
are already a few security measures. For insurance. gov 

ernments cannot overcome thei budget deficits by print 

ing extra money. In addition. Article 104 envisages fines 
if a government violates financial discipline 


(Von Hiller} Do you really beleve in the deterrent 
effect of the fines’ That reminds one of the mayor who 
punishes beggars by fining them 


[De Silguy| No. no. Here we are not dealing with 
beggars. That 1s why if 1s so important to make sure 
the convergence criteria are adhered to strictly 


[Von Hiller] With a budget defticntt of 36 percent 
Germany would have to pay a fine of & billron marks 
|[DM} 


[De Silguy}| The amount of the fines has not been 
decided yet, but they are envisaged in the treaty The 
point 1s that the fines must be realistic and effective 


[Von Hiller] Nevertheless, DMS billion would have to 
be paid on top of the DM60 billion in new ciebts 


[De Silguy! Exght bilhon is a considerable sum But 
the problem hes cleewhere We must find a way for 
the council of finance ministers to better: Coordinate 
the cconomic policy of the member countries First 
it will lay down the economic tramework for all 1S 
member countries Then. cach member country will 
submit a stability plan and demonstrate how it intends 
to keep within this framework This will have to be 
approved by the Council The Council «ill then monitor 
the implementation of the stability plans and sound the 
alarm as soon as a country 1s on the verge of exceeding 
the framework 


[Von Hiller] How do vou mtend to make sure that each 
government can actually implement its own framework 
by political meats ’ 


[De Silguy| This 1s where political amon comes in it 
ss very important All the measures to be taken by an 
EMU member have a direct impact on domestic politics 
If a government has to rane taxes of cut spending. ut 
mocurs a political risk “which at then has to caplain to 
public opinion The fact that the finance ministers land 
down coonomic policy together and in close Cooperation 
with each other constitutes the very essence of political 
union 


[Von Hiller | Even so. as bong as the EU is not a genuine 
political umron. there are dows as to whether these 
consultations will lead to a sable currency 
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[De Silguy} But with these consultations we are getting 
very close to a political umon | think the political 
umion must first of all encompass the EMU EMU 1s 
to strengthen the EL's economn pillars tor the sake 
of greater coherence and cconomic-political harmony 
between the me aber countries This is not the whole of 
political umion, but it rs one form thereof 


[Von Hiller] The prosperous member countrics will then 
have to make transfer payments to the less prosperous 
ones ’ 


[De Silguy|, No, that would mean having to transter 
the national budgets two the EU. and that would be quite 
unrealistic. It cannot be Brussels task to tell a country 
where to cul spending 
or social security This decision must be reached by cach 


member country alone 


in detense, or public services 


[Von Hiller] In your proposed stability pact, do you 
iniend to adhere to the convergence critena land down in 
Maastricht’ There ts a risk that these criteria might send 
out false signals and that countries might be excluded 
trom EMU membership even though they quality 


[De Silguy! Naturally one can pause to consider whether 
the convergence criteria are the best possible ones. but 
we should not attempt to rewrite history The Maastricht 
treaty os a balance that was reached only after two years 
of talks If we now try to adjust the balance. the entire 
mechamsm could be called into question That would 
be bad. especially because the critena contorm to the 
rules of healthy budgct poly and have been accepted 
as such by the populations of all the countries and by 
financial markets 


[Van Hiller] Countries the lialy tisk berg disqualitied 
trom EMU because the weak lia ts causing problems 
for the German economy Would a small EMU. consist 


ing of pust a few Countries, make any sense’ 


[De Silguy; | do not want to indulge im a game of 
guessing whe will belong to EMI 
But we must prevent Furope trom diuntegrating inte 


and who aall not 


two parts when we go over to EMU That would 
contradict the princinle of buropean unity, and would 
also be bad for the mternal market. especially tor a 
Strong exporting country the Germany that depends on 
European markets 


|Van Hiller) How do vou entend to stop thes disintegra 
thon’ 


[De Sileuy| We must sect up a system that guarantees 
a tigher Ievel of stability to all those Countnes that do 
nw pen EMI 
ms am! outs 
pre-ins because all EU members should be candudates 


straghtway This ts a problem of the 


whereby | preter to speak of (ins and 
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tor EMU membership This system should offer stable 
exchange rates and, at the same time. bong the | pre- ins 
closer to EMI 
the community. and this 1s where the European Central 


Dus system must be incorporated on 


Bank is going to play a major role 


[Van Halles 
System [EMS] has shown that fim plans are not 


bk apenence with the buropean Monetary 


Wmmune to speculation 


De Silguy | Dhat +s correct However. this time we have 
a completely new tramework Before, we had the EMS 
permad This tueme we have CMU centered on the Eure 

Mable currency administered by a strong central bank 
and pegged to EMU OL Thus. the Euro wall be a stron, 
anchor currency for EMU TD But LT repeat bor this & 
work, coonome policy in Europe must be convergent 
That 1s an absolute prerequisite if we want to overcome 


the instability of exchange rates 


[Van Hiller] joes EMI 


lages W grceaict coomnk ads antages ' 


have greater political ads an 


[De Silguy! Both It is an cconomec project. because 
wt bongs us many cconomn benchits, especially to the 
German coonomy But it ts also a political proyect: It we 
pave up Mt 


We would risk a fragmentation of Furopean markets and 


the political costs would be cnommous 


polities There would be a danger of burope reotganiz 
my itself inte Coalitions of undivatual Counties EMI 


is the best proyect we can offer buropeans 


EL: Haensch on European Parliament's Role 


BRISO81 20296 Copenhagen INFORMATION 
m Danish JS War GW np é 


[Report by lens Reierm mn Hocns h Nuthonal Ni hi 


tonng of EU Impossible 


'EBIS Translated Teat!) Strasbourg 


ments in the FL Cowntnes cannot review EU legrstation 


Nathonal patlia 


thes will be done by the Furopean Parhament. buropean 
Parhament Presadent Klaus Hacnasch sand 


The bi) cowntnes national parliaments Lanne freovecw 
large areas of FU legislation, where decisions are taken 
by a Manpwity 
he able ti 
along with the El 


Here the European Parhament must 
take part in the decisonmaking proces 
Commission, the presadent of the 
buropean Parhament, German Social Democrat 1s 
Hacnsh. sand vesterday at a meeting with Daucush 


journalists on Strasbourg 


Hucnw hy calls fiw a divisnon ivf latkw hetwucen natnwmnal 


parhaments and the buropean Parliament 


All tundamental decinons must he made by the na 


thonal parliaments Thies applies to amendments ti the 
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EU teaty or in cases where the EU 1s to encompass 
new areas. But it 1s the European Parliament which must 
monnor the EU Commussion.” Haensch sand 


Must Learn From Mistakes 


On Wednesday [13 March] the European Parhament 
adopted a statement on the EU's Intergovernmental 
Conference in which for the first ume the parhament 
refraims from demanding the mght for uself to put 
forward proposals for EU legislation. Today only the 
EU Commussion has this mght 


The European Parliament does not function i the same 
way as a national parliament and should not do »> esther 
We will not have the mght to submit proposals for El 
legislation, because then we would not be able to reject 
the idea that the EU Council of Ministers should have 
the same night And that 1s something we do not want 
The European Parliament has more influence on the 
EU Commission than on the EU Council of Ministers 
Haensch said 


At thew meeting in Palermo last weekend the foreign 
mimsters of the EU countries decided to grant the 
European Parliament the night to have two observers 
present during the negotiatons at the Intergovernmental 
Conference 


it ss the governments which will negotiate the treaty 
but we must learn from the mistakes we made when 
preparing the Maastricht Treaty and be more open in 
our preparations. Here the involvement of members of 
the European Parhament could be an important step 

Haensch sand 


Wants More Confidence 


The German Social Democrat rejects the suggestion that 
as a result of the foreign ministers decmson the Fu 
ropean Parliament will have no tasks of any ompor 
tance while the Intergovernmental Conference ms work 
ing. Haensch cited the ongomg work on EU legislation 
which has assumed steadily greater importance during 
hes term as president of the European Parliament This 
has been one phase of the Hacnsch Plan, by means of 
which Haensch m the same way as Erling Olsen 
president of the Folkcting — has tried to make the par 
hamentanans work more cifective and to strengthen 
t The objective os both that clected members of the 
European Parhament concentrate thew work on EL leg 
Slaton, and that the parhament's service to politicians 
should work better 


We must create more self-confidence about our work 
We should not therefore be passing resoluthons about al! 
manner of things There has been a bot of thes type of 
resolution, bul we must have fewer We must concen 
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irate our energies im arcas where we have influcnce 
Haensch said 


Internally the European Parliament functions in the 
same way as it did betore the ratihication of the Maas 
ticht Treaty when the parliament had only minimal in 
fluence on EU legislation im the form of hearings 


Like Erling Olsen, Haensch wants to boost parlamen 
tanans levels of knowledge This will be accomplished 
by offering quick access to information from national 
narhaments and from various EU mstitutvons 


EL Parliamentarians Discuss Future of El 
40 JRORTS OSM) Vienna DER STANDARD om German 


* 


iA Vas vw PP. 


Report by Christoph Wonder 
market 


The EL Is No Super 


‘FBIS Translated Text) Vienna Parliamentarians 
trom 10 EU states and 10 potential Central and Eastern 
I uropean candulate member -states met in Vienna over 
16-17 March] to discuss the role of 
national parhaments and the -uropean Parlhamem [EP 


regarding European integration and enlargement 


the weekend 


The meeteng. which took place two weeks prot to the 
beginning of the EL intergovernmental Conference im 
Turin, and which naturally also discussed more pencral 
considerations on the EU's future. was also attended 
by a number of political screntists who are organized 
m the Trans-buropean Polusy Studies Association 
(TEPSA) Natronalrat Pressdent Heinz Fischer stressed 
in his openmg statement that access to the EU did not 
necessanily harm nathonal parhaments The cxample of 
Ausina shows that the parliament was Compensated for 
a relative boss of responsibilities by a relative carn mm 


mare and mformatiown 


Klaus Haecnsch. presdent of the EP. recommended that 
tl candedate members resolutely tackle thy. tak The 
EL ws that can be entered as a tes 
and then carted again 


m supermarket 
Accession moa decrseon of the 
century Tf vou do not have broad consensus. | adviw 
vow to May out 


Hacash also admonmhed the EL sates themselves 
imbcating that they should morease the capacity for 
new candedates and push organizational preparations tor 
their ACCS. In this respect Hacns h “a CPM NITE NT iy 

The conference of Ture will he a swacoess hecauee ats 
it the conference 
were to fal. Europeans would we themeelves driven 
hack ote the role of onlookers who matt watch US 


partopants are doomed to success 


tele eon Prog ars om Japanese tele. isnw wt. 
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In a final yout statement. Fischer and Haensch con 
firmed that they advocated the enlargement of the EL 
and the development of a common foreign and sccurns 
policy. Thes does not primanly mean that “all EU states 
should be alled mm a mulitary alliance, but the EU's com 
mon forergn policy mterests should be defined clearly 
Monctary Union, too, 1s an “indispensable political sym 
bol” of the integration process 


Both presidents also criticized the fact that, podging by 
the current state of affairs, the EP will not be involwed 
um the Turin conference. As the EP was involved im the 
preparatory work for the “Reflexson Group” wm 1995. “a 
would be only consistent to grant a the role of observer 
m Turn 


EU's Fischler on WEL, Defense. Austrian 
Neutrality 


AU IB03103596 Salzburg SALZBURGER 
NACHRICHTEN in German 16 MarW% p * 


[interview with EU Commrsssoner Franz Fischler by 
Sylvia Woergeticr, place and date not given “El 
Blessing for Highway Toll”| 


[PBIS Translated Excerpt) | Woergetier! In Austna one 
can see increasing skepticism about Europe among the 


people 


[Feschier] Yes. thes os true | also sce that | bebeve the 
main reason « the fact that those who have a positive 
attitude toward the EU have left arguing to the skeptics 
and the critics for more than a year and have not spoken 
out on onc single ime The second problem that | see 
s the fact that a lot of caprtal has been gambled away 
with quarrets about who signs which treaty and wmular 
things. The third problem that | sce « the fact that 
frustration has perhaps developed because the postive 
thongs did not come with the speed thal some peopic 
might have expected This 1s also a problem of patience 


|Woergetter| Responmutulity for EU matters remains di 
vided between the chancellor and the woe chancellor 
also im the new government Might this lead to prob 
lerns ' 


[Pischier} Brussels ms not worrying about that. because 
thes «5s cach member country +s very own buwnew The 
decisive thang « that agreement m reached at home to 
such an extent that one vowe 1 heard m Brussels 


[Woergetter)] Are we speaking with one vorce mm Brus 
sets 


, 
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[Fuschier] Well. | would say that there were certam 
difficulties at the beginning. but things have mmproved 
comsriecrably 


|Woergetier) What lind of reputation do we Austrans 
have mm Brussels” 


[Fischier] Austrians. at least. are basecally conmudered 
rather open and tnendly peopic. people wath whom you 
can talk, who are not stubborn. The sccond thing 1s fat 
we are still comadered a real cultural power, When the 
Movzartcum Orchestra under dwector Harnoncourt gives 
a concert in Brussels. all of Brussels talks about Austna 
And then a very large number of people know Austra 
because they once were there on vacations [passage 
omuatted | 


|Woergetier| How do neutrality and EU security policy 
gu together 4 


[Fischier} The first goal must be the best possible 
concept for Austna’s external securty Then one must 
ask how thes can be achieved Therefore. a 1s relatively 
logecal that, given today's threal scenarios, om can 
achieve more through international securnty The course 
has been sect for that mn the EU However, a 1s tragn 
that the WEL (Western European Unson) has been a 
lame duck so far, a paper tiger without tecth Therefore 
| heheve that at the moment ff 1s not the most wmporiant 
thing to discuss the abolition of neutrat:ty Thes showld 
he done when the decmmon hecomes necessary One 
must cxuplamn to the people that a European defense 
umon means the soldanty of 14 countnes, which 
support us on case of conflict: Then the decmson 1 camer 
I can capressly welcome the thongs sct down by the new 
government in thes commection This rs precesely the way 
one makes progress 


|Woergetier| Will neutrality become obsolete if the 
WEL develops from a paper tiger mto an effective 
mstrument ° 


\Fuschler| If we are a member of particupate op the work 
there. then we will no longer be neutral om the clascal 
nee. we moet be aware of thal 


|Woergetter! Then neutrality will be up for disposition” 


iFechler! Yes. but we have not vet come that far We 
will see what the EL government conference m Tormo 
will bring in thes COMME thon 
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UK: Adams Article Discusses Peace Process 


MS 1803143896 Dublin THE IRISH TIMCS in English 
14 Mar 9 pi2 


|Arucie by Sinn Fem Pressdent Gerry Adams. “Specific, 
Unconditional Guarantees Now Needed two Rebuild 
Peace Process™| 


(PBIS Transcribed Text] The collapse on Friday Feb- 
ruary 9th of the 18-month-Jong IRA cessation was a 
tragic development. it need not have happened. it was 
nat wmevitable. The reality 1s that the potential for a ne- 
gotiated peace sctilement created 18 months ago was 


At grasped 


it was the absence of an effective political means of 
bringing about the political changes necessary to remove 
the causes of conflict and to secure a lasting peace 
the mabulity even to bring the British government and 
the umonnts to the negotiateng table which caused the 
reaccurreace of conflict 


lt «% emportant therefore to revise the bases on which 
the IRA cessation was achieved 18 months ago to 
understand clearly how we can re-create the potential 
and to ensure that if 1s recreated uf 1s acted upon 


The TRA decision to call a complete cessation of ats 
military activity was largely based on the assesement 
given by the Sinn Fein leadership and our view that 
an overall political package had been developed which. 
if acted upon in good fath. had the potential to bring 
about the political and constitutional changes necessary 
to resolve the conflict. In effect. an alternative to the 
IRA campaign 


Over a penod of years an mtensve and unprecedented 
dialogue had been developed within Insh natronalrst 
opmon m its broad sense It was a dialogue which 
required courage. wmagination and a new approach on 
all sedes. not least on the part of the then Taoneach. 
Albert Reynolds. and the SDLP [Social Democratx 
Labour Porty| leader John Hume, who, despite intense 
oppowton, turned thew backs on the failed policy of 
nolaton and took the risk required in the building of 
the Irish peace process 


An alternative strategy to bring about political and con 
sttubonal change was developed in dialogue. mitially 
between myself and John Hume. and then with the Insh 
government and with key clements of Insh American 
opemon The political approach mvolved a demacratx 
consensus to deal with the causes of conflict in the con 
text of a aumber of clearly defined democrat princ: 
ples 


From Senn Ferm s perspective these principles are 


UNITED KINGDOM s 


a) Peace, to be sustained, must be based on a just and 
lasing negotiated settlement 


b) Parton has fasled 


c) Present structures are therefore imadequate to sustain 
peace and must be changed 


d) An internal settlement 1s not a solution 


¢) Partition and the Brosh jursdiction breach the 
pnaciple of national self-determination 


f) The Irsh people as 4 whole have an absolute nght to 
natonal self-determmnation and must be able to exercise 
thes nght freely and without external umpediment 


g) The exercise of the mght to national self 
determination « a matter of agreement between 
the Insh people alone 


h) “ts for the Insh and British governments, in 
consultation with all parties, to co-operate to bring this 
about im the shortest time possible and to legislate 
accordingly 


1) The umonsts caa have no veto over the discussions 
mvolved im this, nor over the outcome of these dis 
cussions. There s a need to engage Northern umonist 
and Protestant opinion on the democratic principle of 
national self-determination, assure them of full comrnit 
ment to thew civil and religious mghts and to persuade 
them of the need for thew participation im building an 
Insh soceety based on equality and national reconcila 
ton 


)) A solution — a negotiated settlement requires 
change. political and constitutwmal The effect of thes 
change would be to bring about the cxercese by the Irish 
people of our nght to natonal self-determination 


k) An agreed unitary and independent ircland « the 
option desired by us 


1) An agreed Ireland « only achievable and viable if 
t can carn and enjoy the allegiance of the different 
traditions on thes island by accommodating diversity and 
providing national reconcihation 


There were and are, of course well-documented differ 
ences of opmmon on how a number of these principles 
are interpreted of on how they would be apphed im prac 
tical terms But notwithstanding these differences there 
was sufhcrent commonality of wew on these political 
princeples to allow us to move forward 


The Insh Government assured us that « would work m 
close harmony and consultation with the representatives 
of the northern nathonalist Community at all tomes and 
was accepted that m the contest of an IRA comation 
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through a peace process of consultation and dialogue 
we would collectively seek to advance these common 
POsitiONs IM any Aegotiations so as to build a soled and 
democratic basis for a negotiated peace settlement 


We also agreed on the need to address a number of 
areas of ummediate and practical concerns of northern 
nationalists These would include 


— Equality of opportunity in employment 
— Equality of treatment of Insh culture and wentity 
— Equality of treatment of elected representatives 


— Proper security provisson for all citizens according 
to thew need 


— Equality in the provision of education. particularly 
through the medium of Irish 


— Equality of treatment in economic development 


The consensus position was that there could be no 
return to wmonnt domination and that there must be 
parity of esteem. equality of opportunity and equality 
of tweatment for the aspirations, values and wentties 
of both comraunmties, not only at an abstract level but 
in real wnmediate and practical terms. These principles 
wouk’ have to apply across the politcal. cultural 
economic, social, legal and security spectrum 


In short. thevefore, there was a commitment im the 
contest of a real negotiation to present the British 
government and the unmonists with an agreed Irish 
democrat agenda As | have outlined publicly. Sinn 
Fem characterised this agenda as 


a) Constitutional change — new political arrangements 
and structures which would be acceptable to and accom 
modate all the Irish people 


b) Democratic rights neues of equality and justice 
which continue to affect the nationalists in the north 


¢) Demulttarisatron mvolving the removal of the 
apparatus of war and the release of prisoners, north and 
wuth 


A determined approach to these three arcas by the 
breadth of Insh nationalist political opimon, would, 


8 argued. represent a vial. and effective approach to 
confiict resolunen on the Insh ude 


Agana ime background of intensive private dialogue 
the Be tesh and Insh governments agreed to the text of 
the Dc wneng Strect Declaration Despite our profound 
reserva@’ sons about ihe overall content of thi document 
and our publicly stated disagreement with many cle 
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ments of a. the declaration did contain a clear Comme 
ment by the Britrsh and Insh governments to mutate on 
clusive dialogue as a means to a aew polemical settlement 
among the Insh people and furthermore. the British gun 
cramer also gave a Commitment thal « would encour 
age. facilitate and enable this agreement. These comma 
ments were repeated frequently over the ensuing nine 
months 


In May 1994 John Major told a press conference 
There s an opportunity for hum (Gerry Adams) & 
give up violence and then im a short while enter the 
constitutional talks 


The British government claimed that any response by 
wt to an end of swlicnce would be mmaginative and 
generous and flexible The public commitment by 
both governments to commence the negotiations «hich 
without preconditions, vetoes of any attempt to prede 
termune the outcome. would address all relevant msues 
represented the second clement in an overall polsical 
package In the context of a good fath engagement 
thes contained, m our view, the potential to resolve the 
conflict on the basis of pustice and democracy 


With a clear commament by all the major political 
players to proactively pursue a new. negotiated and 
democratic political arrangement. and a publicly given 
commitment by the British government to 
with the Insh government the necessary peace talks to 
achieve agreement. the Sinn Fein leadership gave an 
assessment to the IRA leadership of the prospects for a 
lasting political settlement 


it wiVcTM 


It was on thes bases of clearly sated commitments 
and agreements that the IRA announced a compicte 
cessation of military operations on August tia, 1944 


The reality, however. of the British response to the 
IRA's histor: decison was very different In the 1* 
months following the IRA cessation political movement 
was glacial The Britesh attttude was hewt summed up 
as minimalist and begrudging 


At the heart of Britain's refusal to engage with the peace 
process was a fear of constitutional and political change 
as well as a resistance to the necessary improvements in 
democrat tights and the eradication of discrimination 
and mequality The peace process contamned that poten 
tal 


The British government trightened m tundamenta! 
change and wedded to the tailed polwres of the past 
avonded change by not engaging in the process 


The emperative of Britesh policy became the erection of 
omstac ies and the slowing down of the peace process & 
the pownt that « was fatally undermined Patrick Mayhew 
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im an unguarded moment. admitted John May was 
treateng the peace process like a Dacycic. merely keeping 
a upright without talling off Crucial w thes Brotish 
approach was he contnued cacluwon of Sinn Fem and 
our clector Sinn Fein was to be. and continues to 
be. weated § a second-class party and our clec*orate as 
sccond~<lass cilizens 


It was, om fact, December 9th 1994. over three months 
after the IRA announcement before the first mecting 
took place between Sinn Fein and Brosh officuals 


The Sinn Fein delegation wekomed the reopening of 
bilateral discusssons with the Britssh and urged xpeedy 
progress into mclusive all-party negotiations. withoui 
preconditions. Over five mectings we presented the 
officials with three written papers and raned such 
conhdence-building matters as the reicase of prisoners 
and the need tor a comprehensive demulitarisation 


At the end of that ime the British government was sll 
refusing to bring a Britessh government minister into the 
mecting 


The British then created a bogus argument around the 
word “demuilitarisation . refusing to accept tt on agenda 
tow discussions 


This was despite ‘“demulstariation having been raned 
m two of the three papers Sinn Fei presented at 
the Stormont talks. a was discussed af all of the five 
mectings and was an stem on the agenda of the January 
iMh mecting 


Then on March Patrick Mayhew mtroduced as a new 
precondition to ail-party talks hrs government s demand 
for an IRA surrender of weapons. The prevarication on 
ministerial meetings continued through March and most 
of Apnl The British announced the commencement 
of moenesternal bilateral meetings with all of the parties 
except Senn Fern Meetings with Sinn Fein were kept to 
officrals 


The Britesh gowernment was widely criticrsed for intro 
ducing what was effectively a two-ter political process 
which discrumnated agains! Sinn Fern it was not until 
May |(th. more than cight months mto the IRA ces 
sation, that the British government agreed tw allow a 
government Minister to meet Sinn Fem 


Two weeks later on May 24th the British Secretary 
of State Patrckh Mayhew. was clhowed with evden 
reluctance. into a meeting with me at Pressdent Clinton + 
Econome Conference in Washington The reluctance of 
the Britesh to concede (Chis meeting was reflected mm the 
coment of this and subsequent meetings with the British 
refusing to enter into scriows discusssons 
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On hes return from the United States in Junc, | wrote 
to Mr Mayhew seeking another meeting. He refused 
msisting that there could be ‘no substantive polscal 
talks’ unless the IRA surrendered ms weapons The 
Brash constantly argued that « was wmpractical to set 
a date tor all-party talks if the umonrists wouldn't turn 
up The umonist posstion, reinforced by Britssh backing 
was a useful mechanism for the British to bude behind 


Having already stalled the begir:og of all-party talks 
fca over ten months, the Britssh government had now 
erected an absolute precondr': » to further movement ip 
the peace process — the demand for decommissioning 


lt « emportant to remember that the surrender of IRA 
wcapons as 2 precondition to negotiations was never 
mentioned by the British government before the IRA 
cessation Albert Reynolds. speaking on this issue in 
August 1995. wrote “This new precondition they (the 
British) have wntroduced was not part of the Downing 
Strect Declaration = This was not a precondition and 
there 1s MO Pornt om trying to say now that a was It 
certainly was not 


While stalling on negotiations the British approach on 
other fronts was somularly negative and provocative 
The summer of 1995S saw the release of Private Lee 
Clegg. who served just two years for the murder of 
a |)-year-cld gurl Following his release he was not 
only welcomed back into the British army. but was 
also promoted British troop levels remaimed at then 
1994 levels, repressive legislation remained in place and 
the RUC [Roval Ulster Constabulary! forced a senes 
of provocative Orange marches through Cathol« areas 
And conditions for Irish political prisoners in England 
seriously deterorated 


Sinn Fern warned of the danger to the peace process 
because of the British government's stalling tactics 
| wrote that the urgency of the current situation 
demands that everyone with influence perwade the 
Brith government to face up to its responsibility ~§ We 
were accused of making threats 


With the peace process on the point of collapee 
the womunent viet of Presadent Clinton provided the 
necessary impetus for London and Dublin to agree a 
twin-track approach which would tackle the meue of 
weapons and prepare the ground for all-party talks at 
the end of February 


Although Senn Fem had serous reservations about 
John Major's commitment to this term-track process 
the party. mm meetings with the International Bady and 
with the two governments. engaged im the twin track 
pomotively 
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On January !6th the Machel! Report was published | 
welcomed ut. saying “a provedes a bases for moving 
forward so that all matters can be settled Ww the 
satesfaction of all sides as part of the process... In other 
words the Muchell Report pomts io a possible avenuc 
mto all-party talks ~ 


Wathin hours, John Major had unilacrally dumped the 
Matchell Report and had retained the old decommus 
wong precondition which the report had come down 
aga-nst. He also added a new precondition. that of clec 
tons. The date for the commencement of all-party talks 
promused for the end of February, was abandoned and 
movement was again stalled by the actions of the Brotish 


government 


Throughout the 1S months m which John Bruton. as 
Taotseach played a major part in the peace process. his 
management of the process was at times flawed and 
at key powts his mescaiculations allowed the Brrinsh 
to seize control of the process and to sicadily run a 
mio the sand. On entering office. John Bruton’s efforts 
© appease umoninm caused him to declare that there 
was no nationalist consensus, seriously undermining the 
basis on which the IRA cessation had been bust 


The Taoneach appeared to sce his role as a ocutral 
faciitator of arbiter when the process (and the agree 
ments and commitments made by hes predecessor Al 
bert Rc ynolds) required that he play a leading role 


The desire to be a neutral referee was clearly seen in 
October of last year when Joba Bruton refused to meet 
with John Hume and myself together saving that a 
Jount meeting at that tm: could have caused offence tw 
umonnts. The result of thes was to cause much concer 
to natonalists and republicans and to send out the wrong 
signals im relation to hes position on the peace process 


In the face of an ever-present British strategy which 
attempted to divide Irish nationals! opinion the situation 
required that Dublin take a firm stand and act im unison 
Instead we had a coalition with no coherent strategy 
and often contradxtory stances mm relation to the peace 
process 


In the spring of last year John Bruton was responsible 
fey breathing life into one of the main obstacles created 
by the British government Inuicad of holding the 
Britesh government to its commitment to begin inclusive 
all-party talks. Mr Bruton called for a gesture on 
decommissioning. giving much-needed credibility to 
the new Bivish precondmon to all-party talks The 
precondition alone wasted over 14 months of the IRA 
Cewsation 


Sumibarly when Prowmuas De Rossa on a veut to Belfast 
sand chat clections could play a part in mowing the wy 
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anon forward, the Britssh government once again used 
Dublin's own words to replace the decommissroning 
precondition with the election precondition Despite the 
united opposition of nabonalist op:mos this unionist 
proposal was subseguently included in the Novesnber 
Commumague from both govecnments. and was haally 
conceded im the February Communique 


The unfortunate reality os that the failure of the Irish 
Government to take a leading. planned and coherent 
approach to the peace process allowed the British 
government, working Diatantly to a umonist agendas to 
dorainate. control and manipulate the entire process The 
result was that the process failed to deliver m terms of 
nathonalist asperathons and therefore suffered a fatal lows 
of credibility 


The breaking of the commuument to ncgotiations by 
the Britrsh government underlined one of the two key 
clements of the peace process which had led to the 
cessation The second element. the commitment on the 
Insh side to a consensus approach to addressing the 
causes of conflict, was significantly weakened as a 
result of the collapse of the Reynolds led government 
and the failure of mts successr led by John Bruton 
to uphold ths commament Once the bass of the 
cessation had been removed through the breaking of 
nathonalist consensus and the reneging on negotiations 
by the British The collapse of the peace process became 
mevitabic No diplomaic offensive emerged and the 
Dublin Government was perceived to be divided om ats 
approach 


Sinn Fem has approached the proposals mm the February 
Joum Commumgue positively. as we have done with 
al other phases of the search for a lasting peace We 
are prepared therefore to participate im the consultative 
talks | am disappointed, and i 1s a matter of concern 
that thes process, whech was to be jountly sponsored 
by the two governments. «= cxchuding Sinn Feim’'s 
electorate 


We are being punished, while thowe who have refused to 
engage and are boycotteng these consultations are berg 
rewarded with thew clecthons How can anyone have 
conhdence mm a process which drcrimenates against a 
party whech secures 45-40 per cent of the nathonale 
vote m the north’ How can anyone suggew that thy 
ms an mclusve process when we are quite Matantly 
excluded” Sinn Fem has many legitimate concerns 
regarding the process proposed by the two governments 
mm thew Jowt Communique of February 27th We had 
wished to outline these concerns to the two governments 
« that the peace process cowld be restored The 
two governments have. however reverted to the fared 
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pohcies of nolanon and drxcrumupation These did not 


work om whe pas! they will act work now 


Inclussss dialogue led by both governments « the 
only effective conflict resolution approach The two 
governments reed to show thal there « a real and 
viable peace proces: m place Both gowernment: anced to 
engage pro-actively om the peace process. and the British 
government, in particular. needs to prowide convincing 
evidence that they are now prepared to engage. mn good 
fasth 


In the aftermath of the February Summa the British have 
again seized, and have been allowed to regam., control 
of the process — to set the agenda and to prescribe the 
terms of the engagement 


The start of all-party talks has again been deiayed from 
February. as was promised to Junc. the proxmmety talks 
proposed ty the Insh Government have been reduced 
to a charade: the precondition of an clection has been 
built isto the process despite universal opposition from 
fnahonalist opmmon, caly those clements of the Machel! 
Report which suit the British and umonrst positions have 
been retained while suggestions regarding privoncrs 
hcensed weapons, policing. repressive legislation and 
plastic bullets have all been dumped 


The lresh government has been cuchuded from decmons 
on the clections and on the mternal aftamrs of the Sin 
County state when the peace process was clearly haved 
on the commitment of the two governments to jountly 
lead a process to address all meues 


The British government has effectively created a wt 
month vacuum im which i 1s poswhle that no substantive 
negotiations can take place June marks the beginning of 
the Orange marching scason and the summer recess of 
the British parliament will follow soon after By stalling 
delaying and atiempting to micro-manage the peace 
process John Major has succeeded in downgrading 
and m turneng the clack back to the old narrow talks 
about talks process In dowg wo he has strangled the 
hope created m 1995 by the Irish peace prowess 


Esgiteen months ago the IRA acted m god faith to 
enhance the potential that Ineh nationalist opinion had 
collectivety worked to create at that time The god 
fasth approach by the IRA and thew willingness to take 
risks for peace was musread by the British as a wgn of 
weakness and they weed as an oppertundt, to destroy 
the republx an struggle 


On the Inesh ede. some clement: of the coalition 
Government which had mberited the peace process 
and therefore had act been part of hurlding “n. tated 
© Measure up te the new wewtuatem They vhowed 
themecives unatlce to Preah free from thew tradetnomal 


UNITED KINGDOM 9 


ant: -tepubiican mendsct and mcapahic of Manding up to 
the Bretrsh government mm pursurt maw and lasting 
scttleme nt 


What +s required now to rebuild the peace process 1 a 
politscal package wouch has the ability to address and 
resolve the meues whech have led to recurmmng conflict 
m the past. The mvolwes the honouwnng of the agree 
ments and commutments which brought about the IRA 
comsthon mn 194 Broad commutments to acgotiations 
already repeated), given and om turn repeatedly broken 
are Clearly now cnough 


What ss required are specific. public and unconditional 
guatanices of 


A tem date tor the commencement of all-patty talks 
at the carhest powsble tome. no preconditions to these 
talks. a faced me scale for the commencement and 
conduct of the negotiations. an open apenda wath 
no attempt to predetermune of preclude any outcome 
hath governments lcadeng the ncpotiahons process. an 
etlective conflict resolution appro h to the MER tats 
on the Insh side and a+ part of ths, a pro-active and 
evident international and diplomatx strategy to adv ance 
these postions supplementary to the negotiations 


in other words. there showld be no demands thal cannct 
he delivered. such as decommmwsonmg. no Commiament 
to» poletcal formulas whch are clevated to political 
prnceples before negotiatroms have even hegun. as 
happened in the Forum on the meue of the wnonrt 
veto, and no turther talse trarls mmte negotiations which 
have the effect of prowsding potential of acter! stalls and 
diversas 


The atwence of demactatxn negotiations. devpute the 
commitments given by the feo povernments prot to 
the IRA cewsthon and waee nmeost notably mm the 
November Communnguc. led to the collapse of the 
peace praoess The Broth poverament mun hear the 
promary respeenePelety for thes bat of we are to avoed the 
mistakes of the past. the Ineh Crewernmment which am 
tw» have heen an equal partner om the search for a lasting 
tilement, must accept its responebulety for the tarlure 


ale 


The demand for mchawwe negotiations as the mean to 
an agreed peace settlement « hardly an wnrcasonable 
om ht «ia demand ehuh « shared by the vast 
majority of people on the nland and by the majority 
of the Piretesh people alw The refusal to respeomnd to the 
demactatx imperative of negotiations and the reyectron 
of the papelar demand for talks to hegm was the nak 
om whech the IRA ceesateon finally broke 


The tases therefore foe returkding the IRA Cossatim 
and the peace process etecll mut be the homowring of 





Ths reget may comtann Copyngited maternal Copying and drasemenatnm 
1 protetwied ertheat permesen of the Copynght owners 











the mmiitmcnt 


LSITED KINGDOM 


(Te ths az X party ae Ph suk » " . 
ue oth mast pre. minors. weih a (* wc? san “ot? c , ’ 
wrced tame ramc ata. om thx nics if i wee t 
‘" ; - 4 , le rw > 
agrees’ and Gctmatatx iri -< + a? ’ x 
ney “ial as cree ial 1% ; | 1% nfy ‘ 
cTicctively dcall aah. acod ih ay ; 
; - . 
‘ . : VA 
LA: ULP Official Warns of ‘Alsat Civil War’ in 
t ter . 
BRISOR1S2206 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT 
r I but , 4 VV » 1 
‘ ss . 
Inter, » with } Kialect abiny re je . :, 
J - > 
ric | j Port aa’ He _ ; fu | tc .? " 
ive oe oervet : ' f heme ; 
Viab vv tine { ‘ Af '? ihe | Kis 
' ircland Would He | ) " : 
. 
. 
\ : tc,! rw 
Pil 1 rarnsiate rs ; a AN ' ' . 
herp) Dadin't Jobin Mayor ¢ be © | 
| be . 
ng ; aif «! the \ : av ' ’ : 7 " 
;? 
Reaigers! Acthoms speck miler 1 nonds M 
re th f : hut ij x thre +.’ +i , nhs A ’ . ’ 
would turn insect wt af he w ; , t oth by hb» w ol ‘ 1) 
Sonn be r in 4 Arn! ‘ct an ’ | ae | ; lal ’ ' ‘ A 
+ ; 
would he «heduled hetove the IRA had handed he 11 
arms, Niow the IRA mys a ; ote 
fcan aero oe t 10) lope Ria! rh = 
We ha | 
| ve Merit ~? tannery ' i* ' ’ 
thee “het PS ie teal ‘ ew hen | w. 4 
vA 
cise we here mn ie atm! is ry rt 
mane m cscnw < ' 4 WV ot ir 
’ \A 
m ikaw klamls ¢ late As we < 
4 
stung a purty 
- 
W ane mhwp i. ' ' t? rt ; ‘ ™ hare 
s umf ata weth ireloencd 
tT) ~ ’ ., ho 
. algcts We have : rust m Mane rw ' ’ 
Pree ministers. 'f | te! t hve '? ik ’ ‘ t Pre ‘th ’ “ 
racsie?y wa t Ire efeel tort ’ “ Yuu ; me have I \. sy cir ’ HM 
wvrart we tha: thre l¢ “Cc ake rs a + "Lh : i ’ 
“wocck 1 ee Mirvtesh (; rment delet ately ‘ : ! 
' that Miaww themks chat thy fw ; \ ] ‘ } ' ; 
Ireah proticm wi cave } ok ws the oly ‘ As » wo | he ; , 
“when he talks oh wet iow | 7 , Heruyt , : 
fl ‘irk @ ’ > 
W age nh wr VW hot he Pia ’ . : W : : A 
Rixlgers Alm “Tt 6 T/" +c a ‘i ’ Peg ’ mth v7 7 - i " ; 
oodeng the IRA cease fire. there had heen eoret tall tical t at ° " 
Metween mooie from the SDLP (Scanual Dieeacatn an Kaa « tus “ 
Labour Party), Sean Fem. the renwhx a mn bes wah an t 4 
the Roman ( athola C herct ated Merete? A : f [\afa ‘f ; - 
1? {* : ; ' 
, » a > . 
. \ 








PBES-WEL -96-054 
1% Mierch 1996 








FBIS-WEU-96-054 
19 March 1996 


that we are heading for an all-out civil war if the British 
Government goes on like this 
|Wagendorp] This sounds !:ke a threat 
playing with fire? 


Aren't you 


[Rodgers| We are doing everything we can to avoid 
violence fiom the loyalist side. We are a democratic 
party, and will never resort to violence to impose our 
will. Should « ever appear that 51 percent of the 
Northern Irish population 1s in favor of unification, we 
will accept u. The only thing we are asking before ut 
comes to that 1s that the present minonty would also 
accept the majority's wall 


|Wagendorp] According to the scenario you are outlin- 
ing, you seem to be the losing party 


[Rodgers] We are on the defensive. John Major should 
not think, however, that he can throw us to the wolves 
We believe that Major 1s not fair to us. We showed 
him this in the vote on the Scott Report in the House 
of Commons. That was a warning shot. Next time, and 
this could be soon, we will topple his government. We 
expect more support from Labor than from the Tories 


UK: Unionists Threaten Government Over 
Anglo-Irish Document 


MS1903092896 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 19 Mar 96 P j 


[Report by John Kamptner) “Unionists Threaten to 
Topple Government Over Ulster Talks” ] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Ulster Unionists, Northern 
Ireland's largest political party, last night suggested they 
were prepared to bring down the British government in 
response to the weekend's Anglo-Insh document on all 
party negotiations 


Mr John Taylor, the UUP's [Ulster Unionist Party] 
deputy leader, accused both governments of acting “with 
deception” in drawing up therr consultative document 
thai sets out the format for talks 


Mr Taylor, alluding to the Conservatives’ majority of 
two, sad “This consultation paper must return to the 
drawing board | 


UNITED KINGDOM i! 


He added: “The Dublin government must cease yielding 
to IRA blackmail and the London government must 
begin to stand on its own feet 


“If a 1s incapable, then the sooner we have a general 
election - - the better.’ 


He made his attack on the eve of a meeting of the 
Northern Ireland committee of the UK cabinet which 
will look at several proposals for elections im the 
province as part of a broad package expected to be 
announced to the Commons on Thursday 


Elections are Ikely to take place on May 3). ahead of 
the convening of negotiations on June 10 


Dublin yesterday conducted last-minute lobbying to 
urge British ministers to, at the very least, incorporate 
elements of the system advocated by Mr John Hume. 
leader of the moderate nationalist SDLP [Social Demo 
cratic Labour Party], unto their final decision 


It also wants a referendum on both sides of the Insh 
border on the issue of non-violence. which could take 
place either on election day or betore 


Several “hybrid” elections options are believed still un 
der consideration. although pro-Unionists in the Con 
servative party. well represented in cabinet, have vowed 
strong support for the rival plan of Mr David Trimble. 
the UUP leader 


Umonists’ resolve has only hardened since the release to 
the parties of the governments’ consultative document, 
which they see as going soft on demands tor IRA 
decommissioning and giving Dublin aa over-arching 
role in the talks 


Mr John Major, the prime minister, has made clear 
he will not make concessions to the UUP's nine MPs 
despite his government's imcreasing dependence on 
them for its majority 


Mr John Bruton, the Irish prime minister, said he had 
no intention of toning down the consultation paper 


‘Obviously other views will be cxpressed, but this 
consensus between the governments is a solid and 
practical way forward.” he said 
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Germany: Kinkel on Duma’s Restoring USSR 
AU 1903102696 Hambure WELT AM SONNTAG 
in German 18 Mar 96 p 2 


[Report by “MJT”. “Yeltsin, Konkel Crincize Decision 
on Restoration of USSR™) 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Mescow/Bonn — The Rus- 
sian parhament (Duraa} decision rescinding the 199! 
resolution that brought about the dissolution of the So- 
viet Umon has met with strong reactions both within 
Russia and outside i 


Speaking on Saturday [16 March], Russian President 
Bors Yeltsin made ut clear that the Duma decision 
violated the Constitution. Forengn Minister Klaus Konkel 
was the first Wesiern politician to strongly criticize the 
decision. He called on the West to display “vigilance “ 


Kinkel warned Russia against changing the political 
order that had emerged on the territory of the former 
Soviet Union. Speaking to WELT AM SONNTAG. he 
pointed to the “fears” that had been prompted in states 
neighboring Russia. [passage omitted] 


Kinkel critcized the fact that the decion “called into 
question the independence of the states neighboring 
Russia © 


The foreign minister stated that the West saw the de 
cron as being completely “urelevant’ and “unrealis 
uc” from the constitutional and imternational law angle 
Kinkel sand that the Ukrarman president was mght in 
saying that “history 1s not a tape recording that you can 
rewind | 


However, the West could “not dismiss the Duma 
decision as a curnnosity ~ That 1s because what has been 
thought up by the “communists in conjunction with the 
nationalists” must “cause fear in what some Russian 
politicians wrongly describe as the ‘near abroad ~~ 


The foreign minister went on to say that the Duma 
decision also “jeopardized cconomically necessary 
tegration efforts being made within the CIS.” because 
“it prompts the very opposite reaction in neighboring 
Mates. 


Although the decision “also has to be viewed against the 
background of the presidential clection campaign.” all 
the politcal forces involved should realize that Russian 
“election campaign prattic 1s lnstened to everywhere in 
the world, but especially im states neighboring the CIS 
and in Central and Eastern Europe ~ Kinkel added that 
the “alarm bells are being sounded” mm chancellenes ex 
tending from Kiev to Tashkent These states must, of 
course.” be concerned that the Duma decision might 
vitemately impinge on thew sovereignty and indepen 
dence 
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Kinkel made ut clear that “caution and vigilance” were 
required of the West. On Saturday, Russian President 
Yeltsin described the decision as having “no effect 

“The resolution passed by the Duma cannot estore the 
Soviet Union” [passage omutied] 


Germany: Kinkel, Kanther Disagree on Financing 
Bosnia Police 


AU 1903090996 Hambure DER SPIEGEL im German 
18 Mar 96 p17 


[Unattributed report: “Ministers Arguing Over Pol-ce 
men | 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Federal Government is 
not fulfilling nts Dayton commitments vis-a-vis Bosnia 
Herzegovina because Intersor Minister Manfred Kanther 
and Foreign Minister Klaus Konkel are arguing about the 
costs involved. In the Dayton accord, Germany pledged 
to provide, among other things. 180 police officers for 
the International Police Task Force. a multinational UN 
police unit im the Balkans 


Some 1,700 policemen from all over the world are 
meant to watch and advise the local police forces in 
Bosma. Because only 450 polweman have arnved in 
Sarajevo so far, including several dozen Americans, the 
United Nations has called upon Germany to send the 
German contingent as quickly as possible Although 
the German contingent, consisting of men from all the 
laender. has already completed its special traming at 
Hewnerzheim near Bonn, a departure date has not yet 
been determined. The reason Kinkel insists the Interior 
Ministry should pay for the deployment. On the other 
hand. Kanther clamms this 1s a UN mussson for which the 
Foreign Ministry ought to pay. The financial problem 
concerning the police contingent on duty m Mostar 
under EU auspices has already been settled The Bonn 
Intersor Ministry 1s paying for the 70 German policemen 
m that force 


Klaus Rose, head of the Bundestag Defense Committee. 
says that members of the Committee encountered a 
“desmal picture” during their recent Balkan trp They 
concluded that the erection of civilian facilities 1s far 
short of the plans envisaged in the Dayton accord, and 
that many thousands of former civil war fighters cannot 
wait for [FOR [Implementation Force) to withdraw so 
that they can resume fighting 


Therefore, Bonn 1s already considering prolonging the 
military mission, which was meant to end in December 
Although Defense Minister Volker Ruche officially 
msrsts that NATO should wethdraw on whedule, Rove 
does not consider this “the wisest thing to do 
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Germany: Kinkel on EU Cooperation, Iran, Mideast 
BR1903115696 Rotterdam ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD 
in Dutch 16 Mar 96 p45 


[Interview with German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
by Ad Vaessen in Bonn; date nut given: “We Stand 
Practically Shoulder to Shoulder™] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} [passage o.nitied) [ Vaessen) 
Next week the first German-Netheriands summit will 
take place. What 1s the state of bilateral relations? 


|Kinkel] During the past four years | have always 
cooperated excellently with the successive [Foreign] 
Ministers Van den Broek, Koowmans, and Van Mierlo. 
Things work well between our two countnes. | am 
not gowng to highlight all the questions which are not 
yet resolved. But whether these questions are about 
cooperation im Europe, about the Third World, or 
about human rights, the Netherlanders and Germans 
practically always stand shoulder to shoulder 


1 will open this first conference im Delft with Hans van 
Mierlo. One of the topics will be how to treat foreigners 
This 1s not traditional foreign policy, but we are entering 
a new field. Economic relations are outstanding. a 
German-Netherlands army corps has been created, and 
there are 150 twinned towns. About |,900 Germans are 
studying mm the Netherlands, 2,100 Netherlanders are 
studying in Germany, and there are six Euroregions 


[Vaessen] One political problem is the Netherlands 
liberal drugs policy. Bonn is pressing for change here 
The Netherlands has been reproached for being a center 
of drugs trading and for playing a major role in drugs 
production. Do you share this harsh criticism”? 


|Kinkel] It 1s no secret that we have differing opimons 
m certain areas of drugs policy. But every country has 
its own problems and we do not wish to interfere in the 
Netherlands’ internal affairs 


We should try to combat this fnghtful scourge im 
the same ways and with the same methods. Nobody 
has a monopoly on wisdom in this difficult question 
Personally | am ready to permit methadone to be 
administered on medical grounds. There can and there 
must be differing views. However, they must not 
degenerate into arguments 

[Vaessen| France has revently canceled consultations 
on drugs with Germany and the Netherlands. What ts 
Germany's position? More to the French side or in the 
middie ” 


[Kinkel] As far as the cancellation of the summit is 
concerned, you will have to ask the French. Once 
again, tt os the most normal thing in the world for 
differences of approach to exist between partners and 
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inends in such a difficult area. Let us not blow things 


up out of proportion. All i all there 1s pleasingly good 
cooperation with the Netherlands 


[Vaessen] Various German Laender, perhaps the major- 
ity, applaud the Netherlands’ “humane” drugs policy 
Why do the Bonn “federalists” not take this viewpount 
mto account? 


[Kinkel] What the Laender think 1s thew business. One 
should not try to construct points of difference between 
the Netherlands and Germany 


[Vaessen}] One question still weighs on the German- 
Netherlands relationship: What were the real reasons 
why former Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers was not 
allowed to become European Commussion president’ 
He is said to have come out against rapid German 
reunification at the ime. Can you unveil the secret” 


[Kinkel] There is no secret. We had to find a successor 
for the outstanding President Jacques Delors. First of all, 
colleagues focused on the Belgian prime minister, then 
they went for Luxembourg’s Jacques Santer A good 
choice. This was not a decision against the Netherlands 
It was a question of achicving a consensus. [passage 
omitted on Kinkel’s recent trips] 


[Vaessen}] Will Bonn and the European Union rapidly 
change policy [toward the Middle East)’ 


[Kinkel] We know that cross-relationships exist between 
Iran and Hamas and other organizations. but so far 
nothing pots to direct responsibility for the latest 
terrible attacks. [Israch Prime Minister! Peres and 
Egyptian President }iubarak have assured me of this 
An EU troika will shortly be traveling to Tehran and 
we want to see concrete results. Critical dialogue yes, 


but not at any pnce, we Europeans are agreed on this 
We are close to the red line 


| Vaessen} Germany has been reproached for maintain. 
ing relations with Iran, among other things for economic 
reasons 


[Kinkel] | do not know whether Germany should allow 
this reproach to be made Other European states also 
maintain economic relations with Iran Until recently 
there were large-scale relations between Iran and the 
United States. We believe that it would be wrong to put 
Iran in a corner and that so far it has been better to talk 
to Iran than not to 


[Vaessen}] French Prime Minister Juppe wants to create 
a European army of around 300,000 men, with each 
major country contributing around 50.000 soldiers Are 
you im agreement with this plan, which also serves to 
make Europe less dependent militanly on the United 
States’ 
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{Kenkel}] We will have to discuss thes wath our French 
fmends. Such a solunon would not be as sample as 
sounds. Naturally we want w increase Europe's room 
for maneuver within the framework of the Western 
European Union, but at the same time we must take 
care not to weaken NATO 


[Vaessen] Germany swears by German- French frnend- 
ship, but France has already caught Germany by surprise 
a number of times: by the resumpnion of atomic testing 
and by the latest plan for a total restructuring of the 
French Armed Forces. Is « becoming more difficult to 
know where France stands’ 


[Kinkel) France has a new president and a new gov- 
ernment, and there were a number of start-up problems 
These are over now. It 1s now important that Germany 
and France cooperate with an cye to the forthcoming 
EU summa. The German-French driving force 1s very 
wmportant for the further imtegration of Europe. Our Ev- 
ropean fnends and partners also know that. A lot has 
still to happen between now and the end of the century 
For thes we are im particular working closely with the 
Netherlands 


[Vaessen] Politicians in Germany. includ ag CDU 
{Christian Democratic Union) Bundestag group leader 
Schaeuble and SPD [Social Democratx Party of 
Germany] Chairman Lafontaine, are entertaining reser- 
vations about the introduction of a sinele European 
currency in 1999. Do German politicians sall want the 
Euro”? Can the population still be convinced that they 
must give up the best thing they have. the German 
mwek” 


{[Kinkel] Unambiguously, yes. we want the Euro | 
beleve that Wolfgang Schaeuble continues to hold to 
this conviction. Of course there are discussions. We 
want Economix and Monetary Union and we would like 
to have the Netherlands join us 


For Germans the German mark is the symbol of 
Germany's reconstruction since 1945. For them it is 
difficult to say goodbye to the mark. As an exporting 
cowntry we are very well served by the Euro Without 
a European currency no Europeans can in the long run 
stand up to the dollar and the yen. A lot of work stl! 
has to be done to remove the psychological worres 


[Vaessen| Officially there are 4.3 million unemployed in 
Germany, unofficially there are almost 6 million This 
brings back memones of the Wemmar Republic Is Ger 
many s young democracy strong cnough to withstand 
<3 program to put the economy im order, in a way that 
we have so far seen only in Great Britain and the United 
States” 
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| Konkel] There are no reasons for Cassandra-bkhe predic 

tons and gloomy thoughts The problems can be solved 
Yes, we have a few problems on board. bul we can over 

come them. Other countnes have semilar wormes. The 
world economy 1s simply goung through a penod of far 

reaching change 


Pessimism and looking on the dark side are not appro 
priate. Economically Germany 1s sull a strong country 


Germany: Lafontaine Views Maastricht, \AT 
AU 1803160796 Hamburg BILD m German 
1&8 Mar 9 p2 


|Imerview with SPD Chairman Oskar Latontaine by 
Esnar Koch. place and date not given “Lafontaine SPD 
Strnctly Agamnst VAT Increase” | 


(FBIS Translated Text!) |[Kach} Mr Lafontaine. rumors 
are again circulating in Bonn about an clephant marnage 
between the Social Democratic Party of Germany | SPD! 
and the Christian Democratic Umon Do you thenk a 
grand coalinon might be able to solve the carting 
problems in a better way’ 


| Lafontaine} The discussion of a grand coalition only dh 
verts attention from the real problems For this reason 
| am not particepating in the debate We must immed) 
ately tackle the financing of the pensions 


[Koch] Finance Minister Waigel has announced a 
spending freeze 


|Lafontamne| This 1s not the solution in view of budget 
gaps imvolving tems of Dillons of German marks The 
budget freeze shows that the Federal Government « ants 
to resort to tax mncreases and a reduction of the pensions 
after the land clections on 24 March | call on the 
chancellor to tell the cuivens the truth before the 
clecuons I can only warn against a new tax he and 
false statements concerning pensions 


|Kach} Do vou rule out an mcrease in the value-added 
tax [VAT]” 


|Lafontaine} Experts expect the Federal Government 
to propose this measure after the clections. which 
means that. through a VAT mcrease. the penswoners and 
reciprents of social welfare should pay for the planned 
abolition of the property tax for the nch We will not 
accept that 


[Koch] The economy i sluggish The government's 
financial leeway will be additionally restricted by the 
European Monetary Union Would a not be better to 
soften the stability critena of the Maastricht Treaty ’ 


|Lafontamne| Theos would further reduce the acceptance 
of monetary umon in Germany Mass unemployment 
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must not exacerbate. Thus, | claim the following: Before 
monetary umon turms into an all-European recession 
program, « 1s better to correct the umetable of the 
Maastricht Treaty. Growth and employment must be 
accorded prnority 


Germany: Kohi Said Planning Campaign To 
Promote ‘Euro’ 

AU 1803213696 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
18 Mar 96 pi7 


[Unattributed report: “Useful Campaign” | 


[FBIS Translated Text) Helmut Kohi 1s planning to put 
mullhons mito a large-scale advertising Campaign for the 
European currency Euro. Coordinated by the Federal 
Press Office, the Federal Press Office uself. the EU, and 
private German business should promote the 

currency m campaigns. A well-calculated side-effect 
The great publicity would also provide political support 
for Kohl om the 1998 Bundestag election campaign 


The concerted advertising campaign should run from 
thes spring until at least the end of 1998. The Federal 
Press Office has earmarked |0 million German marks 
[DM] from its 1996 budget for the campaign — far too 
less. as the chancellor remarked 


Kohl achseved that Brussels will provide another DM 10 
mulhon for the campaign. and funds are to mcrease 
m the following years. According to plans from the 
Chancellor's Office, banks and msurance companies 
should spend as much as DM100 million to promote 
the Euro m the coming years 


GERMANY 1s 


The Federal Press Office selected the Solingen-hased 
Von Mannstein public relations company as the lead 


agency 


Sources from the Chancellor's Office said that the clec- 
ton campaign centered around the Euro was delicaic 
since, according to polls, the majority of Germans want 
to keep thew mark. Yet. there was also growing insight 
that the European currency would eventually come. If 
the Euro cannot be avoided, then the voters — wm a 
recent Allensbach survey — beleve that the Christian 
Democratic Union (46 percent) 1s much rather capable 
than the Social Democratic Party [SPD] (8 percent) of 
coping with the transition to the Euro: The chancellor 
could present humself as the rescuer of monetary valuc 
As a precautionary measure, the Press Office examined 
whether the campaign could infringe on the neutrality 
regulation in the election campaign. The result was as 
was to be expected: It does not because ut 1s covered by 
the duty to inform the voters 


SPD Bundestag Deputy Norbert Wieczorek. chairman 
of the Europe Commiuttec, announced a “major protest’ 
if the matter wec< to turn out as an clection campaign 
show of Kohl's. Kiaus Loeffler, head of the European 
Parliament information office in Bonn, has also wouced 
reservations: The EV) has the duty to be strictly non- 
partisan, which 1s why if mught face a “very difficult 
situation if the Euro were to be drawn into the dispute 
between the parties in the Bundestag election campaign 
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France: Juppe on Support for Slovenia's EU 
Membership 

BR/I803115796 Paris AFP in French 

1918 GMT 15 Mar % 


[PBIS Translated Text} Paris, 1S March (AFP) — Prime 
Munster Alain Juppe assured his Slovenian Counterpart 
Janez Drnovsek in Paris on Friday that “France sup- 
ported Slovema’s candidacy for EU membership.” 


“1 sand how much we appreciate the progress made by 
Slovenia im preparing itself to join the EU. As soon 
as the conditions are mght, after the Intergovernmental 
Conference (IGC), France wants us to be in a position to 
start talking about members*up™ for Slovenia, Mr. Juppe 
told the press after his talks. 


The IGC, which will start in Turin on 29 March, should 
last about a year. The talks with the dozen candidate 
countnes for EU membership should start six months 
later 


Mr. Juppe stated that France supported Slovenia's 
efforts with a view to an “association, if possible, and 
(for) membership when the time came.” 


Meanwhile the Slovenian prime minister “expressed his 
satesfaction at and recognition for the support he had so 
far received from France,” he added 


Slovenia's association agreement with the EU 1s being 
blocked by Italy due to a dispute concerning compensa- 
von for Itahan propertues expropriated by the Commu- 
nist regime in Yugoslavia after World War Il 


Lyubljana, which has asked for Paris’ support to over- 
come the Ital:an veto, envisions applying for member- 
ship straight away, without first concluding an associa- 


thon agreement 


France beleves that the disagreement between Italy 
and Slovema should be settled bilaterally in direct 
negotiations between the two countrnes, but also claimed 
to have approached Italy already with a view to finding 
a solution 


At the bilateral level, Mr. Juppe confirmed that “rela- 
trons were excellent. We want to make them even closer 
on the economic and cultural front.” 


Mr Drnowsek sand that he was “very happy with hes 
vist to France” “I found that bilateral relations are 


developing very nicely,” he added. 


The leader of the Slovenian Government was duc to 
return to Lyublana im the evening after completing a 
three-day official visit to France, during which he met 
with the main French leaders 
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He also presented his country’s candidacy for the 
OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development), which includes the mchest and most 
highly developed countnes among its membership 


The former Yugoslav republic, which has been indepen- 
dent since 1991, has income double that of Hungary's 
or the Czech Republic's. Two-thirds of sts trade 1s con- 
cluded with the EU 


France: Foreign Ministry Spokesman Daily Press 
Briefing 


BR1I903140396 (Internet) French Mirustry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 18 Mar 96 


[Daily press briefing by Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardt to unidenufhed journalists ai the 
Foreign Ministry in Paris on 18 March] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} |passage omitted] 
United Nations-Africa 


{[Rummethardt| | would like to draw your attention to 
the UN “special mitiative” which was launched on 15 
March 1996 by UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali 


This 1s a special UN initiative for Afnca. France lauds 
this initiative, whose aim 1s to mobilize the international 
community so that the development process im Africa, 
both at the political and financial levels. can be accel- 
crated as a matter of pnority. [passage omitted] 


1 would like to take this opportunity to remind you that 
France has long been the unconditional advocate of the 
development of Afnca About one half of development 
aid goes to Africa, corresponding to 17 billion francs 
[Fr) in 1994 out of a total of Fr36 bilhon. Similarly, 
the EU earmorks 47 percent of its developinent funds 
to Afnca. 1. president of the republic himself has 
stressed on several occasions that the African countries 
must not be left alone and that international public aid 
18 Necessary to enable them to progress along the path 


of development 


Consequently, this 1s a very important inmiative We 
praise tt and hope it will be successful 


Former Yugoslavia 


[Journalist] There has been some looting om the Sertian 
districts of Sarajyevo. What 1s your opimon on this issue” 


[Rummethardt} We condemn any act of violence We 
deplore the cxodus of the population. We renerate our 


support for the implementation of the peace accords 
which were signed in Paris 
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[Journalist] What measures should be taken” 


[Rummmethardt} We should take thes opportunsty to stress 
our concern that the international police force us able to 
euckly carry out its mission. We wish that the | ,700- 
man force were already in place. As you «now, the 
number of the men who make up the international police 
force so far ss about 300 of whom over one third are 
French. 


[Journalist] Why ts the police force not yet m place” 


[Rummethardt} Ask the countnes which have not yet 
sent the: troops 


Journalist} Has France given its share? 


[Rummethardt} France has sent its contingent. What you 
are porting out shows well that there ts an urgent need 
to set up this police force. 


[Journalist] Which countries have already sent their 
contingents” 
{[Rummethardt} | do not have a detailed list. Some 


Scandinavian countries and Canada. | think. and Spain. 
if | am not mistaken. 


Middle East-lran 


[Jowrnalrst} Will France contact Israc! about the closure 
of the territories” 


[Rummethardt} France has taken note of the fact that the 


security measures necessarily imphed a closure. We sand 
we hoped that the closure would be relaxed and finally 


lifted. which — im our opimion — would indicate the 


positive developments °n the situation as far as security 
and the peace process are concerned 


[Journalist] Will there be a meeting with the Israelis on 
this issue” 


[Rummethardt} The president of the republic and the 
prime minster have indicated that they hoped the 
situation would develop so that the closure could be 
relaxed and then lifted. This is in line with our policy 


of support for the peace process [passage omitted] 
(Journalist) Should not the closure be urgently lifted” 


[Rummethardt} It 1s urgent that the secunty conditions 
should allow the relaxation of the closure 


[Journalist] Do you have any evidence of Iran's respon- 
sibelity om the attacks” 


[Rummethardt} | have nothing to add about Iran 


repor may conta 
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[Journalist} What will be the purpose of the trovka’s vest 
to Iran” 


[Rummethardt) | refer you to the statement made m 
Palermo. This statement was very clear The trovka 
which will be sent to the region will emphasize im Iran 
that the “critical dialogue” must show some progress 
and that attstudes must converge on fundamental issues 
such as the Middle East peace process and terrorism 


[Journalist] Do you mtend to change the “critical 
dialogue”? 
[Rummethardt} The statement says that there must be 
converging attttudes m the “critical dialogue” As the 
trocka mission has not started yet. « « difficult to 
anticipate what the outcome will be 


[Journalist] Will Germany question the “critical dia 
logue”? What about France” 

{[Rummethardt] lt is a jomnt concern to “assess” the 
critical dialogue and not w “restrict” &. We hope that 


it will be more and more a rcal dialogue and that there 
will be less criticism and tems to criticize 


China- Taiwan 


[Journalist] Do you have new Comments to make on the 
tension between China and Tarwan” 


[Rummethardt) No, | do not. There is no new clement 


( omoros 


[Journalist] What is your reaction to the presidental 
elections in the Comoros” 


| 


the Comoros. We hope that the 
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(Jowrnalest} What will become of the French woops (Jowrnalet} Are there still French woom wm the Co 
stahoned mm the Comoros” maros ” 


[Rumemethardt} At thes ume nothing to indicate thal [Rummethardt) Yes. we were asked to manta French 
what | told you some weeks ago. ¢ the departure of the troops whuch were scen as 2 clement of stabilaty for the 
Freach troops, will change Tha «= what we announced clecthon process 

but of course, the new Comoran authorities may have 

somethung to say about this. However, we mtend to stick 

to the announced schedule 
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Italy: Prodi on Taxation, Premiership, Other lesees 


BRI8031447%6 Bologna NUOVO EXTRA in hhalian 
18 Mar % p3 


[ietcrvece woth Italian Olvwe Tree leader Romano Pro: 
by Lorenzo Buanch: = Bologna on 17 March “I Am 
No Reserve Candsdate for Palazzo Chig: | 


[PBIS Translated Text] Diem. Doth, and women can 
Gudates, the three reswes taking up the me of Romano 
Prods, who was relaseng and ready to emule af lat om hes 
study at home. surrounded by piles of books. memature 
madels of bucycles, and Rewsuan wooden dolls wath the 
Professor's broad face. Dim talkeng about “teamwork 
but saying he did not regard bumecif as a Mtand-by can 
dodate for Palazzo Clug:. Doth torpedoed. women few 
and tar between, scat many wm the Olrwe Tree's bets of 
candydates, We began with Dom The Prome Minister 
had told LA STAMPA. “The Olowe Tree's candsdate » 
Professor Prodi, to whome | am bownd by tes of evicem 
and cordial regard We will sce what the outcome of the 
poll «= afterwards. 1 we love the clection. there 1 no 
port m wasting time dicuwuing certam matters” Are 
you satisfied’ 


[Prodk] lt «s exactly what Dr Dim has always told me. 
with great sincerity. m private as well He has always 
mammtamned that. if we win, there will be many roles to 
be filled A country needs teamwork There has always 
been a clear-cut relatronmship 


[Biancts| There might also be another imterpretation 
Whoever gets the most votes becomes prome minister 


[Prodh} If that were so, the job showld go to D Alema’ 
Let ws remember that Din: and | are both pullong wm the 
same direction 


{Beancts| Let ws turn to the Doth afta 


[Prod:| it looks obwrows to me that the maderate wing 
of Forza ltaha carrying lew and lew weight, Dot's 
place has been taken by a National Alhance candidate 
But thes 6 not the only emportant aspect of the neue 


| Bianchs) Really’ 


[Prodi] We have always mamntamed that party con 
trahzation was a bad thing Forra hala « even more 
markedly centralized, and as a result, a will yreld lead 
ersiup of the Pole to National Alhance, which has a 
broad network and orgamzational unity. particularly om 
the south despete all the limitations inherited from the 
MSI |hahan Social Mowement) Forza ltaha ms based on 
a group of people who wreck the whok structure when 
tery fall owt with one another The wo level m made 
up of managers who revolve arownd @ corporation. in 
deed they biwe off 4. and they prownde the backing to 
the proprietors solo act It ms an amazing wight Thew 
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behavioral madels arc light years away trom those of 
ondary poopie lt ms 2 menor satrap Court 


[Bsanctu) The bests of candsdates have been compicted 
now. We have been watcheng 2 rerun of an old movec 
Mectings between party beaders who decade everythung 
m bong sleepless mghts 


[Prods] That «= bow @ well be wate they bold premanes 
but premancs would need rules that we do at have 
The alternatiwe ms the teo-ter system. the fret rownd 
of winch « bascally a premary | have had to agree 
to cnormows sacrifices ower the law few days for the 
commutiees. Sor people who have been working for the 
coahthon 


[Beanchs! There are not many women candsdatcs m the 
Olwe Tree's beets 


[Prodi] More than there are m the Freedom Pole’s 
however There ms a scrows problem of representation 
whch well net be solved om the future by gout. but by 
changing attitudes In the meantime. howeyer, « would 
be a pood ade for the partes to mtraduce quotas mito 
thew Matrices on a voluntary bases If there ms one lifestyle 
that provides a tameng tor politics, a ms the one forced 
on many women nowadays. thal of commbuning tamuly 
life with « yob and bringing up children Poltns 
nediation, 1 4 making the most of scarce resources No 
way 1 ft empliication, as Berluscom claums Politics 
comples, so a 1s a job for whch women are particularly 
well qualihed 


[Bianchs| Taxation Is all that the Oliwe Tree platform 
envisages the abolthon of mbhertance tas for offypring 
who succeed thew parents mm farms. shops. and craft 
work shops ‘ 


|Prods| | have heen poung arownd for 12 months. bravely 
marmtarmeng that fixcal pressure cannot be reduced over 
the neat two years and that combating cvawon provides 
the only room for maneuver They sand I was crazy On 
Friday. Brunet: and Marzano admitted. at the Freedom 
Pole's meeteng on ts plattorm, that the burden cannct 
be lightened for the next three years Why did they not 
do thew sum carer’ All they have pul out over the 
aM cew months ms nere propaganda 


{Baancts!| So the Mord. sweat, and tears finance tell 
the only way , 


|Prods| With a government that lasts and has the respect 
of the mmternational markets (and | can asure you thal 
the center-Lefi has ot). a lowermg om interest rates will 
make & posswble to trom a few doven triton bwe off the 
budget. The Right has the additional profiem of not 
enjoying the confidence of the mmternational markets 
Quite nghtly. « «= regarded a much lew m carnew 
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and less comsstent on entry wmto Europe | rule out 
any possitelsty of a credible budget polxy wethout a 


relasonsiup wah Europe The sica that we can do 
without Curope extremely harmful 


(Brancts| Dozens of trilhons from lower wmterest rates” 


[Prodi] Every decomal powt « worth 20 wilhon By a 
realietx calculation, we can lower rates by two and a 
half pants Work « out for yourself 


[Beancts} Has the De Mata problem been solved mo 
nomunalustac fashron’ He « not runneng under the Olive 
Tree symbol, but there « 0 center-Left candsdatc 


opposing hem 
[Prads} Anyone who has read his violent reaction knows 
that that « not how matters stand There has been no 


compromuc. All we have done ms recognize his might to 
see how he fares woth bes voters 


{Bianchi} Do you find the yudicral inquiry into the sale 
of Cuno embarrassing ’ 


eo. 
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[Prad:} No. & «& mot a personal matter The whole 
IRI [industrial Reconstruction instsute) board decided 
on a after a great deal of commderapon The mstaute 
recerved a very large sum. larger than forecast and 
fully pad up. No one ms suspected of pocketing a lia 
in one year. m spite of everyitung. | completed two- 
therds of the privatizations that have been undertaken 
the country. Prer Ferdinando Casem, who a political 
opponent of menc, has sand: “1 know perfectly well that 
Prod: defintely dd not bencin mm eny way from the 
wamachon” it was a rare mstance of cowrtesy m thes 
election campaign [Prods ends) 


The Professor looked at hus watch It was a few menutes 
to medday. tome for mass woth the famuly At least thes 
Sunday haba of hus had not been upsct 
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Sweden: Baltic Countries Top of Foreign Policy 


Agenda 
LD/1803150996 Stoctholm Sveriges Radi Network 
in Swedish 1130 GMT 18 Mar % 


(PBIS Translated Text) Goeran Persson has so far not 
devoted much ume to foresgn rssues. but on hes conchud- 
img speech af the party congress thes past weekend, he 
sand that as far as foreign policy ms concerned. the Baltix 
countnes are top of the agenda 


[Stanon commentator Jan-Olof Pettersson} A party 
congress can, naturally. not be compared to what ns 
bemg put down m writing m a government's foreign 
poly declaration to parkament. In such a declaration. 
cach turn of phrase will be carefully weighed and the 
foreign embassies in Stackholm study equally carefully 
what « written there 


A party congress « something different. the rems are 
looser. All the same. the now concluded congress of 


the Social Democratic Party has given some hints that 
new changes are afoot m social democracy's wew of 
the surrounding world. changes which were noticeable 
already during Ingvar Carisson’s era as prime munister, 
but which may become even more distinct under Goeran 
Persson 


Surely. a social democrat: politician has never spoken 
wth such fervor and commament about the Balti 
states. Thew cause «= ours, sand Goeran Person m 
a statement borrowed from “Finland's cause « ours” 
dating back to the Finnish Winter War [1939] 


The premuer-designate drafted the guidelines for how 
Sweden wants to work m order that the Baltic Sea 
may become one of the dynamic regions in Europe He 
i wary, however, of stating whether thi arrangement 
maght mean changes in the military security policy as far 
as Sweden is concerned The start of thus active Swedish 
Baltix policy will take place at the beginning of May 
when Premier Carlsson has been snvited to a summit in 
Visby [on Swedish island of Gotland) 


As far as EU policy too 1s concerned, the congress also 
established umportant pounts The EU skeptics suffered a 
defeat and the Swedish Government will not need to fee! 
restricted by “he strast-jacket of a party conference when 
it enters into negotiations with the other EU countnes 
soon on the future of the European Union. negotiations 
which an increasing number of people bebeve will not 
mean any particularly tig changes Sweden may now 
comemplate softening its veto mght im less important 
meues 


In hes program speech. Goeran Perwon linked both 
the BU and the Baltic Sea region to financial progress 


and the uvervhadowing target to reduce unemployment 


i/ 


SWEDEN 21 


Maybe for that reason bes speech lacked almost com 
pletely the almost ritual declarahoms of loyalty to the 
UN otherwise found m social demacratx speeches. of 
assurances of solbdaray wath the developing Cowntres 
Wath tug problems at home, 0 1s the acaghhorng region 
whach 1 emportant mm foreign poly that ms an emict 
pretation that can be made 


Sweden: Persson New Social Democratic Leaders 


BRIGO3124096 Stocthoim DAGENS NYHETER 
im Swedish 16 Mar W p 3 


[Report by Goran Eriksson “Austere Change on Soacual 
mt Throne”! 


[FBIS Translated Text} On Friday evening Goran Pers 
son was elected the new chairman of the Social Demo 
cratic Party by acclamation Wath his spectactes mm bis 
hand, Persson wasted out the ovation before strewung 
the umportance of party unity to the conference 


Goran Persson's maupural speech was largely a tribute 
to hes predecessor Ingvar Carlsson 


But m contrat’ to Carlson, who had sand during the 
day that talk cf a diveded Sacual Democratc Party was 
a “nonsacialst wap.” Persson emphatically described his 
party as plagued by eternal divisons Hrs feelings after 
the election were characterized by pric. but above all 
by seriousness, Persson sand 


“lt ts 2 great responsiblity to pull your share of the load 
ata difficult hour It 1s also a serious matter. because the 
party 1 an cnormowsly difficult stuatoon and risks 

if not actually hemng torn apart by wnternal dinagreement 
— bemg seriously weakened 


“We need to stich together m onder tor the Sccual 
Democrats to lead the cowntry m the future. and the 


requires that we stick together 


Earher in the day Persson had met with a scthack om the 
debate at the conference, when the left wing otyected to 
a formulation concerning the publn scctor His speech 
m the evening may have been wmnduenced by a dewre to 
emphasize the wmportance of unity and the capacity to 
make difficult dec rssoms 


Al a press conference following the chammanshup clex 

thon, Goran Persson sand he haped that the conference's 
drafting committee would be alle to agree on a tor 

mulation on public finances which would be clear and 
acceptatlc to all If the conference were to decade that 
the public sector may grow even if general growth were 
zero, the conference would also have to decide to delay 
the goal of balance m the public sector by 1998, he sand 


In bes tribute to bes predecessor Goran Person lted a 
number of resolutions which Carlson pushed throug’ 
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several of winch are lekhe a bullfighter’s red cape wo 


the internal oppossbon tas reform, EL membership. the 
Oresund bridge. and energy policy 


important decrsoms, Persson declared. and m a sense 
typecal for today's party leaders 

“There s not much scope today for decmmons which 
everyone will support automatically.” Persson sand, de 
scriteng. perhaps also prophetically. a Socal Demo 
craux Party charrman’s most umportant task 

“Making difficult decrssoms, without the party and the 


labor movement beong weakened of lowng thew central 
role in Swedish politics © 


Goran Persson also promused to contenue om the tradition 
m which hes predecessor had worked 


“The inost umportant task 1s to reduce unemployment in 
Sweden and in Europe and to continue your fight agarmnst 
racism and hostility to foresgners 


Persson praned Ingvar Carlwon as a great reformer 
who among other thongs has played an emportant role 
for equality wm Sweden and tor Sweden's mternatonal 
commitment. especially with regard to the Unned Na 
trons 


Persson also predicted that the United Nations will want 
to contaue to bencht from Carlson's commuetment m 
the future too 


The newly -clected party charrman ended by quoting the 
chanrman who had just stepped down 
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“The respomsibelty rests wath ws together. oct wath 
anyone clec. because there ms no one cle 


“Thank you, Ingvar Carlsson. for 2 pod weil donc 
[Box) 


Geran Persson was born in \ ingsker in Sormiand 
on 20 January 1949. 


1971-72 Secretary of the SSI 
Orgami7 ation | 


‘Soxsaleet Party scuth 


1974.76 Study sccretary m the ABF [Worker Educa 
bonal Assaasaton| Sormland Dretrict 


1977.79 Chawman of the local educatom authoraty mm 
Katrineholm 


1979-84 Riksdag deputy 
19RS.89 Lacal government head m Katrincholm 
1989.91 Educ ation moniter 


1991-92 Charman of the Rekwdag 
tec 


graulture C ommenet 


1992-93 Member of the Rukwdag Trade Commutice 


1993-94 Deputy charman of the Reiedag Pieone 
Committee 


1994.96 Finance moniter 


1996. rt, chanman and future prime moenester 
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Terkey: EL Official Seys Acsociation Council To 
Meet 25 Mar 

TAISO3 (160096 Antora ANATOLIA m English 

1530 GMT 15 Mar % 


(PBIS Transcribed Text) Ankara. March 15 (AA) — 
European Umon (EU) term prewdemt htaly's Foreign 
Menstry Undersecretary Borns Beacchern sand of Friday 
that Turknh-EL partnership council! meeting would take 
place on March 25. as « was planned carher 


Bianchen told reporters tcfore meeting Foreign Manis 
ter Ere Gonemsay that (oe meeting would take place 
m tome 


Gonemsay mm hes part sand be shared Beanchen’s wews 
adding “Turkey thonks the partnershep council should 
take place = terme” 


Asked of Greece would veto financial and to Turkey dur 
mg the cowncel meeteng. Biancher: sand Greek attitude 
on the meue was not determined yer 


Biancher sad Italian Foreign Miniter Susanna Agnell) 
congratulated Gonemsay and planned to meet hem soon 


htahan FM undersecretary sand Turirw Itahan relations 
were strong adding they armed st emproveng belateral 
relahons eithten EL 


Turkey: Effort To Reopen Karkwk-) umurtalik 
Pipeline \ iewed 

NCISO03171296 Ietanbal CUMHURIVET mm Tartish 
? Mar pp i.7 


[From the unattributed “Truth Behond Developments 
column “Relahons Between Turkey and Iraq”) 


[PBIS Translated Test! Five years have passed wnce 
the Gulf war Turkey « one country greatly affected 
by that war Turkey's unfortunate etuaton did not end 
with the war, « continues Turkey fully complhed wath 
UN Security Cowncel resolutions during the war, shut 
down the Kartuh Yurmurtalsh ca! pepeline. and imposed 
sanchons on rag 


lrag had very close relations with Turkey and Jordan 
mm the past. Jordan was not quick to sever as relation 
with Baghtad bt offered several condmons and won 
conceswoms. But all that « m the past As for today, the 
Karkuh. Yurnurtabeh ov! pypeline hat been closed for five 
years. Turkey has not resumed as relations woth Iraq 
Bilateral wade totaled $2 tilhon 2 year The pipeline 
can carry 70 milhon tom of of a year Turkey acquired 
$250 mithon from pumping operations every year Pon 
services increased the amount to $150 mulhon 


The pepetine holds 12 milo barrels of of mght now 
Some 75 authon barrels of that amownt are m the 
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Turkesh sechon of the puepcime The row os om lag 
Plans have been made to resume pumping operations 
followmg a five-year emerrupnon The final decnson 
will be made mm New York on 1! March Onl Monster 
‘Ama Muhammad Rashed has arrived in Turkey through 
northern irag. He held talks m Ankara m the past two 
days. Officuals have told people that the two sedes agrec 
on the meue 


Turkey docs not regard the resumpnon of oumping 
operahoms 25 af opportundty to provide coomomax 
gans” ht bebeves @ well emprove belateral tas, help to 
establish order mm northern Irag. and create ccomomn and 
sacsal opportuncies for the people m southeawt Turkey 


Comudermg all tha, Turkey must adopt an active 
polcy. Turkey's problems eath as southern neighbor. 
are related A tavorable development m one meue will 
natwally help to resolve the others 


Turkey: DYP, ANAP Might Cooperate in Local 
By - Elections 

TAI@OI072 1%) Akhara TRT Televomon Networt 
om Tertoch [ROOGCMT IR Mar W 


IPBIS Translated Text! True Path Party (DYP! teader 
Tames Ciller has sand that her party has recenved 
a proposal from the Motherland Party |ANAP! to 
cooperate om the local by-clecthons to be held mm warnous 
regroms 


Replying to reporters questiom m Ankara, Ciller sand 
that the DYP charmanshup council discussed the pro 
posal at its meeting tixday 


| Begin Ciller recording) We assessed this proposal at the 
party charrmanshup cownc:l meeteng Such cooperation 
may be poswblc, copecially m certam regrom Ow 
colleagues will conduct punt work on the meue fend 
revordeng | 


Turkey: ANAP Gives Signal To Hold Party 
Congress 

TAI@ONN7 22] Ankara TR) Televemon Networt 
in Tertuch [R00 GMT 18 Mar 


[PBIS Translated Excerpt) Motherland Party | ANAP! 
deputy leader ther Tuncay has cond that the aewly 
elected ANAP chanmanshep cownc:l, at ots first meeteng 
gave the wenal to convene the party congresses and to 
hold the general party congress on tome He added that 
at the councel meeting views were aleo cupressed on the 
general cconomx and polit al wtuatron mm the Cowntry 


| passage omrtied | 


in reply to @ question. Tuncay sand that bee party hes 
hegun preparations to enter the baal by electioams cm its 
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own and that no clechon cooperaion proposals have 
been received from other parnes. He added that m the 
event the party recerves seach proposals they wll be 
assessed by the pertinent party organs 


Terkey: Duties Reallocated to State Ministers 


TAIGONRO]M Ankara TRT Televison Network 
om Tertecch 1800 GMT IR Mar ® 


[FP BIS Translated Teat) The casks of the prome moenester, 
the deputy prume moniter, and the state menisters and 
the orgamzaticas to be subordmated and attached to 
thew munnines have been redrinbuted According to 
a dwectrve ugned by Prme Mowster Mesut Yilmaz. 
thy detribution of tasks and the organizations to be 
whordmated and attached to the various menrmtnes are 
«s fathows 


Prome Moneter Mewst Yilmaz wid bead the High Pian 
cong Council, the Privatization High Council, and the 
Moncey. Creda and Coordmation Couns The follow 
mg orgamzateons have been subordinated to the Prome 
Minetry The Natonal intelligence Orgamzanon Un 
der Secretariat, the National Secarty Council Secretanat 
General, the Martume Under Secretarsat, the State Per 
sonne! Chanmanstup. the Turkieh Scrences Academy, 
and the Turkish Scoentifc and Technical Research Or 
gamzaton The Turkish Central Dank has also heen at 
tached to the Prome Monster's Office 


Nahet Mentesc. state minister and deputy prime minister. 
ill be respomutte for mntragovernmental Coordmation 
and well chaw the wetramearternal ccordmation counc:! 
He well alee chaw the Cres Coordmaton Counce, the 
Imerna!l Security Coordmation Counce, and the loternal 
Security Avsevement . ounce! 


State Meneter Ruste Saracogle s spheres of duty will 
comerst of relations with international coonomn orgam 
patvoms. memberstup mm the High Planang Counce. the 
Prevatizatron High Council, and the Money, Creda and 
Coordmation Counce The Privatization Adr anrmtratioa 
Charmanstup «as whordmated t) Saracogly and the 
pubix sector banks the Turkish Republic Agnrculture 
Rank. the Turkih People’s Bank. the Turkish Emiak 
Rank. and the Vakefla Rank were attached to bus mun 
wiry 


State Moenester Ayter Yilmaz will be responeble for co 
ordroateng afters regarding Cyprus The State States 
tees beetetute Charrmansiup will be subordinated to Yo! 
mas The Turkish Standards Invtetute Chanmanshap, the 
Natensl Pradectwety Center Charmanstup ill be a 
tached to her moenrstry 


The tasks of State Menester Atdulhader Abeu ell mm 
corporate the coordenatre of the affars Comcerneng the 
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southeast regron. He will also chaw te GAP [South 
cast Anatoha Project] Proyect High Council. The GAP 
Admunstranon Charmanshup and tee Turkish Atomx 
Energy Inststute Charmanship will be subordinated to 
hes ministry 


State Munester Ufuk Soylemez will be a member of the 
High Planning Council, the Money, Creda and Coor- 
dinavon Council, and the Privatizanon High Council 
The tatlow ng orgamzathions will be subordinated to hrs 
munestry: The State Planning Organization Unde: Secre- 
starsat, the Treasury Under Secretar:at. the Capual Mar 
ket Councel Charmanshup 


The following orgamzations have been attached to State 
Muenester Eyup Ask The Turkish Development Bank 
the Turkish Monopoles Administration General Direc 
torate, and the Tea Emerprises General Directorate 


The tasks of State Minister Yaman Toruner will comust 
of membership m the High Planning Council and 
the Moncey. Creda and Coordmation Council The 
Forengn Trade Under Secretariat and the Customs Under 
Secretartat will be subordinated to Toruner The Foreign 
Trade Under Secretariat and the Turkish Exombank will 
be attached to hes monestry 


State Minister Imren Aykut will be responsible for co 
ordinating collective wage negotiations pertaining wo the 
public sector. conducting the work m connection with 
the solution of the problems regarding women and the 
farmly, engaging mm activities for the solution of the 
problems concerning the dwablied. and coordinating the 
probiems of Turkish workers reseding abroad The So 
cral Services and Child Protection General Directorate 
the Family Research Institute Charrmanstup. and the 
Women's Status sad Problems General Directorate will 
he subordmated to Aykut 


State Minister Ayvaz Gokdemw will be responsible 
for coordinating affaers regard:-xg Bulgarian umemgrants 
His tasks will mmcorporate the general coordmation of ac 
tivities to he carned out and decrssoms to he made within 
the framework of Howwng Law No 2510 that concerns 
ethan Turks who were forced to emigrate from Bul 
garia. the distribution of the housng units that have been 
constructed of that will he constructed for these mndivied 
gals, the transfer of the property deeds. and procedures 
comcermng housing loans im line with the amendments 
to the howsng law He will also be responwble fer con 
ducting relatrons with the Turkish republics. the Tur 
kec and brotherly communities. and for research. plan 
ming and coordination concerning these republics and 
communities His tasks will also moorporate the Coord 
nahon of the pertinent activities within the framework 
of the laws that deal woth the aleorphon and wttle 
ment of the Akhaltwhhe Turks wm Turkey The tranepert 
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and coordination of the humanitarian aid being extended 
to communities outside Turkey are among Gokdemuir's 
spheres of duty. He will also be responsible for all the 
planning and coordination of services concerning the 
refugees that arrive in Turkey, for assessing all applica- 
tions and correspondence on the issue, and for securing 
the coordination of the activities of small artisans and 
shopkeepers in the Turkic republics. The chairmanship 
of the Ataturk Association for Culture, Language and 
History will be subordinated to his ministry. 


State Minister Cemil Cicek will be responsible for re- 
lations with the parliament and the administration of 
the fund for social aid and solidesity. The Religious 
Affairs Directorate and the General Directorate of Reli- 
gsous Foundations will be subordinated to his ministry. 


The Village Affairs General Directorate will be subor- 
dinated to State Minister Ibrahim Yasar Dedelek. 


State Minister Ali Talip Ozdemir will be responsible 
for relations with the parliament. the administration of 
the advertising fund, the chairmanship of the high coun- 
cil of communications, the chairmanship of the national 
orgamization for communications, and the chairmanship 
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of the national organization of the Turkish- Europatia 
festival. The General Directorate of the Press and Pub- 
lications will be subordinated to Ozdemu. The Turkish 
Radio and Television General Directorate and the Ana- 
tolia Agency General Directorate will be attached u hus 


my austry . 


State Minister Unal Erkan will be responsible for rela- 
tions with the parliament and the chairmanship of the 
natural disasters coordination ceuncil. The Chairman- 
ship of the Public Housing Fund and the General Di- 
rectorate of Land Registration and Surveying will be 
subordinated to his ministry. The Youth and Sports Gen- 
eral Directorate, the chairmanship of the Football Fed- 
erauon, and the State Meteorology Affairs General Di- 
rectorate will be subordinated to State Minister Ersin 
Faralyal. 


State Minister Halt Dagh will be responsible for 
relations with the parliament. The Supreme Control 
Council will be subordinated to his ministry. The 
General Directorate of the Turkey and Middle East 
Public Administration Institute will be attached to Dagh 
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